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HOS Changes, Again

OnDecember 13,2014, Congress passed the
fiscal year 2015 Omnibus Appropriations
bill, providing funding to the majority of
the federal government, including the
Department of Transportation, for the fiscal
year. The most pertinent trucking-related
provision contains language providing
relief from the two new restrictions of the
hours-of-service restart rule. Specifically,
the bill suspends the requirement that all
qualifying restarts contain two consecutive
periods of time between 1:00 AM and 5:00
AM, and that it can only be used once every
168 hours (or seven days). In short, the
restart rule reverts back to the simple 34-

hour restart in effect from 2003 until June
2013.

The legislation reads:

Section 133 temporarily suspends
enforcement of the hours-of-service
regulation related to the restart
provisions that went into effect on July 1,
2013 and directs the Secretary to conduct
a study of the operational, safety, health
and fatigue aspects of the restart
provisions in effect before and after July
1,2013. The Inspector General is directed
to review the study plan and report to

the House and Senate Committees on
Appropriations whether it meets the
requirements under this provision.

This change is effective as of December
16, 2014, though it is unclear how long it
will be in effect. Because the language
resides in an annual spending bill, its terms
expire at the end of fiscal year 2015, which
is September 30, 2015. It is also important
to note that the legislation directs the
Department of Transportation to conduct
a study comparing the effectiveness of the
34-hour restart rules in place before July 1,
2013 with those that took effect after.
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attorneys have provided organized,

thoughtful and aggressive representation.

Our practice group is a nationally
recognized leader in the defense of
commercial transportation risks, from
the routine to the catastrophic. In fact,
we recently received again a National
ranking by U.S. News and World Report in
conjunction with Best Lawyers.

Our transportation attorneys have been
recognized for many years as Ohio
and Kentucky Super Lawyers, and as
Best Lawyers in America, among other
distinctions.

Comprised of lawyers in our offices
throughout the Midwest, our practice
group boasts extensive trial experience
in the specialized area of transportation
matters.

Our attorneys are active members of
industry organizations such as TIDA, the
Transportation Lawyers Association, the
ATA, DRI's Trucking Section and the ABA
Transportation Committee.

Our transportation attorneys are frequent
presenters at client and peer seminars.
Out team of lawyers remain on 24-hour
call for ‘on scene’ assignments.

BEST LAWYERS “2015 LAWYER
OF THE YEAR -CLEVELAND-
TRANSPORTATION LAW"

Congratulations to our own Frank
Leonetti, Il who was honored by Best
Lawyers as the 2015 Lawyer of the Year-
Cleveland in Transportation Law.

Frank received
the recognition
from Best
Lawyers in
America, a
respected legal
publication
that selects its
outstanding
attorneys by
conducting peer-review surveys in
which thousands of leading lawyers
confidentially evaluate their peers.

The lawyers honored as “Lawyers of the
Year” have received particularly high
ratings in these surveys by earning a high
level of respect among their peers for
their professionalism, ability and integrity.

Only a single lawyer in each specialty
in each community is honored as the
“Lawyer of the Year”.
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24-Hour Response Team

Reminger’s Trucking and Commercial Transportation attorneys are
available on-call, 24 hours a day.

Call 800.486.1311 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to reach an operator.

For more info on our‘On Scene’Response Team, click on the blue icon.
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