
For homeless men who need special care
after getting out of the hospital, Joseph’s
Home, an outreach ministry of the Sisters
of Charity Health System in Cleveland, of-
fers a safe place to recuperate and rehabili-
tate. The path to rehabilitation may include
unresolved legal problems that can be ob-
stacles to their recovery. Mario C. Ciano,
former managing partner at Reminger Co.,
L.P.A. in Cleveland, found out about
Joseph’s Home through a fundraising plea.

“These men are trying to return to a life of independence,”
Ciano says. “The thought came to me that in our responsibility
to give back to the legal profession and the community, we

needed to do something to assist these men in a holistic ap-
proach.” What developed from that thought was a legal clinic
that has assisted clients with a variety of legal issues since
spring 2009.
Ciano leads a group of six Reminger attorneys who volunteer
for the weekly clinic at the downtown facility for issues such as
unpaid fines, credit problems and child support. Many of the
clients lack means of transportation, and Ciano says there’s a so-
cial reluctance to come to a lawyer’s office despite the fact that
the legal help is free, so that is why he felt it was important for
the lawyers to go to the clients. Prior to the Wednesday visit,
clients receive a form to summarize their legal needs. Ciano says
this “triages” the legal needs and helps them decide which
lawyer to assign to the case. On the rare occasion that the need
falls outside of a Reminger lawyer’s expertise, Ciano has been
known to call on lawyers at other Cleveland-area firms.
Joseph’s Home Executive Director Georgette Jackson welcomes
the legal assistance. “Many of our clients have trust issues and
it takes a while for them to warm up to outsiders,” Jackson
says. “But from the beginning, Mario and his associates have
been courteous and respectful and able to relate to them, which
is wonderful. In fact, our clients refer to them as ‘my lawyer’
because they are so accessible.” 
In a recent case, Ciano recalls helping a man whose children
were in foster care due to his and his wife’s addictions. “We
helped get a hearing on the fitness of parents,” Ciano says. “By
demonstrating the couple had kicked their drug habits and
were able to support their children again, the judge granted
them custody. The parents couldn’t stop thanking us for reunit-
ing them with their two small children.”
Ciano finds the clinic work very fulfilling. “I’m thankful for
what this profession has done for me and my family and I felt
an obligation to give back,” he says. “It’s a privilege to be able
to help these men and their families.”
Do you know someone in the legal field who has contributed
to his or her community and would be a good subject for a
“Beyond the Courtroom” column? If so, contact Ohio Lawyer
Editor Nina Corbut at ncorbut@ohiobar.org. n

Stephanie Beougher is the Ohio State Bar Association 
communications and online media associate.
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