
Natalie Choate is an attorney with the Boston law firm 

of Nutter McClennen & Fish. Her practice is limited to 

consultations on estate planning for retirement benefits. Her 

two books, Life and Death Planning for Retirement Benefits and 

The QPRT Manual, are leading resources for estate planning 

professionals.

Miss Choate is a fellow and former Regent of the 

American College of Trust and Estate Counsel 

and former chairman of its Employee Benefits 

Committee. She serves as an editorial advisor 

for Trusts and Estates. Named “Estate Planner of 

the Year” by the Boston Estate Planning Council, 

she is listed in The Best Lawyers in America. The 

National Association of Estate Planners and 

Councils has awarded her the “Distinguished 

Accredited Estate Planner” designation.

Her articles on estate planning topics have been published in 

ACTEC Notes, Estate Planning, Trusts and Estates, Tax Practitioners 

Journal and Tax Management. Miss Choate has lectured in 49 

states, Canada, Puerto Rico, and the District of Columbia, and 

has spoken at the Heckerling, Notre Dame, and Southern Federal 

Tax Institutes, among others. Her comments on estate and 

retirement planning have been quoted in The Wall Street Journal, 

Money, The New York Times, Newsweek, Forbes, Financial Planning 

and Financial World.

A Boston native, Miss Choate is a graduate of Radcliffe College 

and Harvard Law School.

Presented by the CBA Estate Planning & Probate Committee

Friday, February 10, 2012
8:15 a.m. Registration, Continental Breakfast & Vendor Fair

8:45 a.m. to 4:50 p.m. Program

6.5 Hours CLE Credit
Applications for Specialization & CFP Credit pending

Location:
Westin Hotel

21 East Fifth Street
Downtown Cincinnati

Support for this program provided by Platinum Sponsor:
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5About Our Featured Speaker

Choate’s books the Life and Death Planning for Retirement Benefits (7th ed. 2011) and 
The QPRT Manual will be available for purchase at the seminar for $89.95 each. 



Agenda
8:45 a.m. Welcome & Opening Remarks

Karen Rolcik, Esq., Rolcik Law Office, Chair, Institute Steering Committee

9 a.m. Retirement Benefits Update
Natalie B. Choate, Esq., Boston, MA

Making Retirement Benefits Payable to Trusts 
Learn how a trust can qualify for the life expectancy payout method under the 
IRS’ “minimum distribution trust rules,” how to determine trust “income” and 
“principal” when the trust holds an IRA, and other pitfalls of naming a trust as 
beneficiary of a retirement plan or IRA.

Death & Taxes: The Inherited Retirement Plan
As more retirement plan owners die leaving benefits to heirs, the question 
of how to advise the survivors (including the participant’s executor) grows 
in importance. Ms. Choate will explain the issues to consider when advising 
survivors, including disclaimers, titling the account, minimum required 
distributions, estate tax valuation problems, establishing separate accounts, 
plan-to-plan transfers, the IRD deduction, advising a surviving spouse, and 
cleanup strategies when the decedent names “the wrong” (or no) beneficiary.

11 a.m. Break & Vendor Fair

11:15 a.m. Lifetime Distribution Strategies for  
Your Client’s Retirement Benefits
Natalie B. Choate, Esq. 

Help your clients make tax-smart decisions regarding their retirement plan 
distributions. Ms. Choate will teach you how to minimize taxes and avoid the 
penalties, including what to do when approaching retirement or age 70½; how 
to take distributions, required and otherwise; when, where and how to “roll 
over”; and when the client should withdraw more than he has to.

12:15 p.m. Lunch & Vendor Fair (included in your registration fee)

1:15 p.m. Hamilton County Probate Court Update
Honorable James C. Cissell, Hamilton County Probate Court, Cincinnati, OH

1:30 p.m. Demystifying Decanting: From the Common Law to Ohio’s 
New Statute
M. Patricia Culler, Esq., Hahn Loeser & Parks LLP, Cleveland, OH

Ms. Culler chaired the committee of the OSBA Estate Planning, Trust and 
Probate Section Council that drafted Ohio’s new statute.  She will discuss 
the common law conceptual underpinnings of, and limitations on, the power 
of a trustee to make distributions in further trust and the enactment of so-
called decanting statutes in a number of other states.  Ms. Culler will explain 
the provisions of the Ohio statute (enacted in late 2011 as a part of SB 117) 
codifying, expanding and setting limitations on the power of a trustee to 
distribute trust principal to the trustee of another trust.

2:15 p.m. Private Settlement Agreements: The New World
Michael G. Schwartz, Esq., Vorys Sater Seymour & Pease LLP, Cincinnati, OH

Mr. Schwartz will discuss why Private Settlement Agreements are quickly 
becoming the vehicle of choice in dealing with messy trust situations. Learn 
some of the whys, whens and hows, as well as practical considerations in using 
them. If you haven’t seen one yet, you soon will….

2:50 p.m. Break & Vendor Fair

3:05 p.m. Bullet-Proofing the Estate: Practical Advice on How to 
Withstand Challenges to Wills & Trusts
Adam M. Fried, Esq., Reminger Co. LPA, Cleveland, OH

Clients seek professional help to create an estate plan that will be effective to 
carry out their intent.  It is incumbent on the practitioner to be wary of the 
potential for estate litigation so that the proper measures can be instituted to 
protect the plan from a successful attack.  Mr. Fried’s discussion will include 
analyzing the potential for litigation, dealing with the mentally diminished 
client, recognizing undue influence, and taking steps to protect the plan for a 
borderline diminished client.

4:05 p.m. Buy-Sell Agreements: How to Motivate Family Business 
Owners to Plan
Eric Manterfield, Esq., Krieg DeVault LLP, Indianapolis, IN

Mr. Manterfield will explain how you can use the provisions of a buy-sell 
agreement to motivate a family business owner to engage in thoughtful estate 
and business succession planning.  Valuation discounts, pricing mechanisms, 
prohibited transfers to spouses, transfers incident to a divorce and children 
who do not work in the business all provide opportunities to get your good 
client “off the dime.”

4:50 p.m. Adjourn

Special thanks to our sponsors for their generous support of this program:

Advance registration is advised.  Walk-in registrations will be limited 
to available seating space.

Attorney Registration Fees
Pre-registered  Walk-in registration 
CBA Member $285 CBA Member $310
Non-Member $380 Non-Member $405

CBA Law Student Member:   Half-day $25       
  Full-day $50

Legal support staff are welcome to register at 50% off the applicable 
member or non-member rate.

Advanced Estate Planning  February 10, 2012

q Attorney q Law Student     q Other Legal Professional

Name(s) ________________________________________  

Company _______________________________________  

Address ________________________________________  

City ________________ State ____ Zip _______________

Phone __________________________________________  

E-mail __________________________________________  

Enclosed is my check in the amount of $
 

made payable to the Cincinnati Bar Association.

Please charge my credit card the amount of $
 

q Visa q MasterCard q Discover q Am. Express

Card Number _______________________________________  

Expiration Date ______________________________________  

Cardholder Signature _________________________________

4 easy ways to register
Online: www.cincybar.org (with credit card #)

Mail to: Cincinnati Bar Association / CLE Dept.
225 E. 6th St., 2nd Fl., Cincinnati, OH 45202
Checks payable to Cincinnati Bar Association

Fax: (513) 381-0528 (with credit card #)

Phone: (513) 699-4028 (with credit card #) 

Cancellations received two business days prior to the seminar will be 
refunded less a $35 processing fee. Individuals who cancel after this time 
will receive course materials in lieu of a refund.

If you have any special needs addressed by the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, please let us know at least one week prior to the 
seminar.
Registrants, instructors, exhibitors and guests attending CBA meetings agree they may be 
photographed during the event. Photographic materials are the sole property of the CBA, and 
the CBA reserves the right to use attendees’ names and likenesses in promotional materials 
without providing monetary compensation.

CLE Credit
This seminar qualifies for CLE credit as 
follows:

Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana, 
Pennsylvania: 6.5 Hours General 
Credit

At the attendee’s request, documentation 
will be provided for self-reporting to other 
jurisdictions.

Specialization/CFP Credit
Applications for specialization and CFP 
credit are pending for this program.

Directions
For direction to the Westin, please visit 
www.westin.com/Cincinnati or call (513) 
621-7700.

Parking
Parking is available at the Tower Place 
Garage at the reduced rate of $5 per 
day. The garage has entrances on Fourth, 
Elm, and Race Streets. You must have 
your parking stub validated by a CBA 
staff member to receive the discounted 
rate. Additional parking is available at the 
Fountain Square Garage, located at Fifth & 
Vine Streets, at a rate of $15 for more than 
seven hours.

Silver

Gold 

Platinum

Institute Steering 
Committee

Chair, Karen A. Rolcik, Esq.,  
Rolcik Law Office

Jay Brinker, Esq.

James J. Chalfie, Esq., Santen & Hughes

Jon Hoffheimer, Esq.

Margaret S. Johnson, Esq., PNC Bank

Brenda M. Kloos, Esq.,  
Frost Brown Todd LLC

Anne Krehbiel, Esq., Krehbiel Law Office

Debbe A. Levin, Esq.,  
Schwartz Manes Ruby & Slovin

Laura S. Raines, Esq., First Financial Bank

Michael J. Stegman, Esq.,  
Kohnen & Patton LLP

Julia E. Tarvin, Esq.,  
Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP
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